
GRATEFULNESS  
UPON THE FAVOR  

OF INDEPENDENCE 



Let us altogether strive to 

increase our imaan and 

taqwa of  Allah 
Subhaanahu Wa Ta„aala 

by fulfilling all of  His 

Commands and avoiding 

all of  His prohibitions.  



Moreover, we must 

manifest our 

thankfulness for the 

favors bestowed by Allah 

upon all of  us. Among 

them is the blessing of  

independence.  



The khutbah this time will 

expound on 

“GRATEFULNESS  
UPON THE  FAVOR OF 

INDEPENDENCE.”  



Independence is from 

among the bounties of  

Allah Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta„aala upon us. It means 

to become free from any 

form of  oppression and 

tyranny, shackles and 

enslavement, whether 



directly or not. The early 

spark that ignited the 

spirit of  freedom in our 

nation originated from the 

thoughts and aspirations 

of  our homeland‟s 

prominent scholars. Islam 

teaches us that mankind  



is only entitled to and 

must surrender its will as 

slaves to Allah Alone.      

  

History has recorded that 

our homeland was once 

colonized for 446 years, 

from 1511 until 1957.  



Alhamdulillaah, now we 

are living in a nation that 

has been independent for 

61 years. We have a 

homeland that is 

peaceful. There is no 

other homeland for us 

and no other nation for 



us, for this is the land that 

we have inherited from 

our forefathers.   

  

The question begs: How 

do we truly become 

grateful upon this bounty 

of  independence?  



Islam calls upon its 

adherents to remain 

thankful upon the favors 

bestowed by Allah 
Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta„aala. Those who are 

grateful upon the 



ni„mah (bounties) will 

be granted with more, 

as He mentions in 

verse 7 of  soorah 

Ibraaheem: 

 



“And [remember] when 
your Lord proclaimed, 
„If  you are grateful, I will 
surely increase you [in 
favor]; but if  you deny, 
indeed, My punishment 
is severe.‟” 

 



It is undeniable that 

independence is truly a 

great bounty upon us all. 

In an independent nation, 

its citizen has the 

freedom to seek 

livelihood in a peaceful 

environment, able to  



perform „ibaadah 

(worship) with khushoo„ 
(humility) without 

constraints, seeking 

knowledge and skills at 

all times, and the liberty 

to roam around without 

restrictions. 



It is our very 

responsibility to fulfill this 

independence by 

nurturing both physical 

and spiritual 

development. Among 

them is to firmly solidify 

the „aqeedah and 



implementing the 

Sharee„ah, enhancing 

human development 

through sound knowledge 

and skills. We must also 

strive together in building 

the economy of  the 

ummah, as in the saying  



“Up the hill we climb 
together, down the valley 
we descend together” 
until our nation becomes 

prosperous, and we 

become citizens that are 

dignified and respected.  



Gratefulness upon the 

favors of  Allah will cause us 

to attain a comfortable life, 

and attain the forgiveness 

and hidaayah (guidance) of  

Allah. It was narrated in a 

hadeeth from Sakhbarah 

that Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 



“Whoever is grateful 
when he is given [a 
blessing], and patient 
when he is afflicted [with 
hardship], and seeks 
forgiveness when he 
oppresses, and forgives 
when he is oppressed.” 



Then he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) became 
silent. They [the 
Companions] asked him, 
“What is it, O Messenger of  
Allah?” He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) replied, 
“They have attained 
forgiveness and they are 
guided.”           (at-Tabraani)  



Those that are truly 

ungrateful and waste the 

favors of  Allah will incur 

the punishment from 

Allah Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta„aala as He mentions in 

verse 45 of  soorah al-

Hajj: 



“And how many a city did 
We destroy while it was 
committing wrong - so it 
is [now] fallen into ruin - 
and [how many] an 
abandoned well and [how 
many] a lofty palace.” 



This indicates that 

oppression is a mischief  

that becomes the cause 

of  destruction for a 

nation. Character 

(akhlaaq) development is 

among the key factor in 

the development of  a 



country. Indeed, the 

nobility of  a nation is 

manifested within its 

akhlaaq. So, when the 

akhlaaq is corrupted, 

the nation becomes 

destroyed. 



Islam requires us to 

unite in defending the 

religion and build the 

nation with full imaan 

and taqwa. If  this 

matter can be fulfilled in 

a good manner,  



the doors of  barakah 

(blessings) and rahmah 

(mercy) of  Allah will 

open up. Allah 

Subhaanahu Wa Ta„aala 

mentions in verse 96 of  

soorah al-A„raaf: 



“And if  only the people 
of  the cities had 
believed and feared 
Allah, We would have 
opened upon them 
blessings from the 
heaven and the earth;  



but they denied [the 
messengers], so We 
seized them for what 
they were earning.” 



In commemorating the 

61st anniversary of  our 

country‟s independence, 

we must eradicate all 

forms of  colonization that 

dominates the mind, 

akhlaaq, and cultural 

values that truly 



contradicts the „aqeedah 

and Sharee„ah of  Islam.  

 

To end the khutbah 

today, let us derive 

lessons and guidance as 

in the following: 

 



1. It is waajib (obligatory) 

upon the Muslim ummah 

to have certainty that all 

of  the bounties that we 

enjoy are gifts from Allah 
Subhaanahu Wa Ta„aala, 

including our nation‟s 

independence.  



2. The Muslim ummah 

must instill the love for 

the country within itself, 

the family, and society, 

in preserving that 

independence remains 

within our hands. 



3. The Muslim ummah 

must fulfill its 

independence with solid 

imaan, utmost akhlaaq, 

and beneficial 

knowledge, as well as 

continuous righteous 

deeds. 



4. The Muslim ummah 

must defend its 

independence from 

negative elements that 

can harm the sanctity of  

the religion and the 

sovereignty of  the 

nation. 



“And Allah presents an 
example: a city which 
was safe and secure, its 
provision coming to it in 
abundance from every 
location, but it denied 
the favors of  Allah.  



So Allah made it taste 
the envelopment of  
hunger and fear for 
what they had been 
doing.” 

  (al-Nahl 16:112)  





Once again, I would like to 

remind all of us to always have 

the taqwa of Allah Subhaanahu 

Wa Ta‘aala and realize that 

Islam teaches us to remain 

moderate in every actions and 



deeds. As Muslims, we are to 

manifest noble akhlaaq, having 

utmost personality and attitude 

for Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was sent to 

perfect akhlaaq and as mercy 

for the entire mankind and the 

worlds. Therefore, let us 



always increase our salawaat 

and salaam upon our Prophet 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Allah 

Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala 

mentions: 



“Indeed, Allah confers blessing 

upon the Prophet, and His 

angels [ask Him to do so]. O 

you who have believed, ask 

[Allah to confer] blessing upon 

him and ask [Allah to grant 

him] peace.”  (al-Ahzaab 33:56) 

 



O Allah, You are the Lord that is 

All Mighty, we are grateful to 

You for having bestowed upon 

us rahmah and ni‘mah, that we 

are able to continue the effort in 

empowering the Muslim ummah, 

as an advanced state,  



prosperous and providing 

welfare, under the auspices and 

leadership of our Ruler as the 

Head of Islamic affairs in this 

state. 



Hence, we sincerely beseech 

You, O Allah, strengthen our 

imaan and creed according to 

that of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-

Jamaa‘ah, accept our righteous 

deeds, cultivate our soul with 

good mannerisms, unite our  



hearts, bestow upon us rizq with 

blessings, enrich us with 

beneficial knowledge, protect us 

from disasters and save us from 

teachings that are outside the 

fold of Islam such as Qadiyaani,  

deviant teachings such as 



Shee‘ah, and other teachings 

deemed as deviating from 

Islamic teachings or 

contradicting the creed of Ahl 

as-Sunnah wal-Jamaa‘ah. O 

Allah, open up our hearts in 

performing the five daily 



prayers, fulfilling zakaat 

through the Selangor Zakaat 

Board, making waqf and infaaq 

of our wealth to Selangor Waqf 

Corporation and Islamic 

Development Trust Fund of 

Selangor. 
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